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Stowe Nine Churches WI -Events and 

Activities 

Meetings of the village WI start again in January 

and for the most part this year they will be held in 

person rather than virtually.  In addition to the 

regular monthly meetings, we are planning a trip 

to a local vineyard, our annual summer outing 

and a needle felting workshop all of which will be 

open to non-members.  During the first quarter 

we will explore the Art of Zen Tangling; have an 

illustrated talk on Women in Art and travel to 

Staverton Golf Club for a hands-on IT session as 

part of our Annual General Meeting. 

If you would like to try WI you can come as a 

guest for 3 months with no obligation to join us.  

Meetings are on the second Tuesday of the 

month at 7.30pm. Contact Louise Stockwin at  

 

stoweninechurcheswi@gmail.com or ring Audrey 

Mason on 01327 341146 for more information.  

POPPIES 

The W.I. are planning to knit/crochet as many 

Red Poppies as possible from now until 

Remembrance Sunday 12th November. Their aim 

is to display the Poppies along the railings near 

the War Memorial. Wool and patterns will be 

provided by the WI.   

If anybody else would like to help with this 

project please contact Audrey Mason 

01327.341146. 

During the Easter holiday the WI will arrange a 

“Drop in knit and natter” session in the School 

Rooms for everyone.  For anybody who can’t knit 

or crochet it will be an opportunity to learn --

please come along to join us

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Date and time Organisation Location Event 

Monday 23rd Jan 8.00pm Stowe Nine Churches Parish 

Council 

Old School Rooms  Parish Council 

Meeting 

Sunday 12th Feb 10.00am Parochial Church Council St Michaels Church Rededication of 

the Bells 

Tuesday 14th Feb 7.30 pm Stowe Nine Churches WI Old School Rooms Monthly meeting 

Monday 6th March 8.00pm Stowe Nine Churches Parish 

Council 

Old School Rooms Parish Council 

Meeting 

Tuesday 14th March 7.30pm Stowe Nine Churches WI Staverton Golf Club AGM 

Saturday 25th March 

10.00am 

Stowe Nine Churches 

Community 

Old School Rooms or 

Church yard entrance 

Upper Stowe 

Litter Pick 

Tuesday 11th April 7.30pm Stowe Nine Churches WI Old School Rooms Monthly meeting 

Monday 17th April 8.00pm Stowe Nine Churches Parish 

Council 

Old School Rooms Parish Council 

Meeting 
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VILLAGE LITTER PICK 
The village litter pick will take place on 25th March at 10.00am.  If you are interested in taking part, 

please come to either the school rooms in Church Stowe or the entrance to the church yard in Upper 

Stowe to collect black sacks, hi vis tabards and gloves. 



ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH - Bell Rededication Service 

The Saxon Tower has now been successfully repaired and strengthened and the bells hanging in the tower 

have been re-tuned and re-hung.  There are now 6 bells in the tower, one cast in 1390 (weight 13cwt), 

another bell cast in 1590 (weight 7.5cwt)!  The other bells are much younger(!) one cast in 1607 (weight 

8.5cwt), one in 1725 (weight 5.5cwt), one in 1891 (weight 4.5cwt), and the 'baby' of the family cast in 2020 

(weight 6.5cwt) 

To mark the wonderful achievement of getting the bells down, re-tuning and getting the bells back in the 

tower, after much work carried out to strengthen the bell tower, along with the Saxon Tower, they can 

now be rung.   Bishop John will preside over a bell rededication service, which will take place on the 12th 

February 2023, starting at 10am.  After the service there will be tea, coffee, cake, etc, and the bells will be 

rung in celebration.   All are welcome to attend.  If you are attending, then please let me know for catering 

purposes.  My mobile number is 07725705919   

Steve Henley 

**For the ‘younger’ residents, 1cwt is equivalent to 50.8 kg 

 

PARISH COUNCIL NEEDS YOU! 

The Parish Council has vacancy for a Parish Councillor.  If you are interested in what happens in your 

community, and have lived here for 12 months, please contact the Parish Clerk, Linda Carter, or the 

Chairman, Sharon Henley, for more information. 

 

FUTURE NEWSLETTERS 

If you would be happy to receive future copies of the village newsletter by e-mail, please contact the Parish 

Clerk – Linda Carter- to be added to the mailing list clerkstowe9churches@gmail.com 

 

CHURCH SERVICES IN STOWE NINE CHURCHES  

FEBRUARY TO APRIL 2023 

FEBRUARY 

Sunday 5th 10.00 am Holy Communion at Church Stowe 

Sunday 12th 10.00am Benefice Holy Communion Service at Church Stowe 

(Rededication of the bells) 

Sunday 19th 6.00pm Holy Communion at Upper Stowe 

Wednesday 22nd 7.30pm Ash Wednesday Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes at 

Heyford 

Sunday 26th 10.00am Family Service at Upper Stowe 

 2.00-4.00pm Deanery Event ‘Refreshing Voices’ at Holy Cross Daventry 

MARCH   
Sunday 5th 10.00am Holy Communion at Church Stowe 

Sunday 19th 6.00pm Holy Communion at Upper Stowe 

Sunday 26th 10.00am Informal Worship at Upper Stowe 

APRIL   

Sunday 2nd 11.00am 
United Service of Holy Communion for Palm Sunday at Flore 

Church 

Sunday 9th 7.00am Sunrise service at Upper Stowe for Easter Sunday 

Saturday 16th 6.00pm Ante-Communion at Upper Stowe 

Sunday 23rd 10.00am Family Service at Upper Stowe 

Sunday 30th 6.00pm BCP Evensong at Church Stowe 



VILLAGE CAROLS 

Thank you to everyone who came out on a 

filthy wet night to sing carols at the school 

rooms.  Despite the weather the evening was 

well attended and enjoyable.  Thanks to 

everyone’s kind donations £145 was raised to 

send to the Alzheimer’s Society ‘Singing for 

the Brain’ project 

.  

 

 

 

Garden Produce Stall 

Thanks to everyone who put their garden 

produce on the stall, and to those who 

purchased it.  The sale of the produce on 

the stall raised over £40. 

Steve Henley 

 
 

Parish Council update 

Village Handyman 

Thank you to all those residents who took the time to let the council know your views about the 

proposal to employ a Village Handyman.  

Councillors considered the response, which was 3:1 in favour of the scheme, but were mindful of the 

relatively low numbers, so decided on a 12 month trial to be reviewed in the autumn.  The reasons that 

residents cited, either in favour or against, will help in monitoring and evaluation. 

For those who commented that West Northants should be asked/made to do more frequent grass 

cutting, twice per year is the Highway standards that the Councils have adopted for the whole of 

Northamptonshire.  We are not proposing to carry out all of the grass cutting within the parish, just 

extra cuts in some small areas, and once again, thank you for your time. 
 

Planning  

The Councillor responsible for Strategic Planning at WNC attended the Parish Council meeting in August 

to hear the Councils concerns regarding the lack of consistency in the way in which planning control is 

exercised in the area. 

As a follow on from this, The Clerk and Chair met with the Interim Head of Planning in December who 

agreed with our concerns and assured us that improvements were on the way.  Councillors will wait to 

see the evidence. 
 

Stowe Hill – The new application for an additional 4 pitches has still not been allocated a committee 

date as yet. 

Old Dairy Farm – an appeal against the enforcement notice has been heard but no decision has been 

published. 

St Alnoths Barn – the Parish Council has been advised that the planning application has still not been 

validated. 

30 MPH Speed Limit 

The Parish Council’s application to the Road Safety Review Group for a limit in Upper Stowe was 

approved and WNC is consulting ahead of publishing the legal order. 

Village Improvements 

The Parish Council has contacted the Highways Authority with a view to placing planters under each of 

the three main village signs, and permission has been granted.  Once they have been made, the planters 

will be installed, planted and maintained by the Parish Council. 


